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Luther Memorial Rummage Sale
Saturday May 3,

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Find some treasures at the spring
rummage sale held in the church
basement; buy perennials or enjoy
some home baked goods from the
bake sale.

Spring Fling Benefit for Waters
School

Friday May 9, 6:30 — 11:00 p.m.
Join the neighborhood for this
evening of eating, drinking and silent
auction bidding at the DankHaus at
4740 N. Western. Buy tickets or a
table at
www.waterstoday.org/auction.asp

Folk Dance from Cambodia
Saturday May 10, 11:00 am
Sulzer Regional Library
Cambodian Cultural Dance Troupe
will perform traditional and folk

RECORD TURNOUT FOR WATERS
LOCAL SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION



GROnews is published by the
Greater Rockwell Organization
(GRO), a community group dedi-
cated to making our neighborhood
a safe and pleasant place in which
to live. Tenants, homeowners,
landlords, and business owners are
welcome to join us in improving our
community.
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Coming Up (con’t from page 1)

20th Annual Clean and Green
Saturday May 17

GRO neighbors can join this city
sponsored event to work together,
using city provided brooms, rakes
and trash bags to keep our city clean.
Meet at Rockwell Crossing10:00 a.m.
Purchase plants and flowers from the
Manor Garden Club sidewalk sale at
Luther Memorial on Wilson Ave

(10: 00 a.m. —12 noon).

Benefits of Locally Grown Food
Wednesday May 14, 7:00 p.m.
Sulzer Regional Library

Join us in learning about the benefits
of locally grown food with the Angelic
Organics Learning Center. The pro-
gram will provide an overview of the
current food system with ideas for re-
building it here in Chicago. Call (312)
744-7616, ext. 2, for reservations.

The Japanese Paper Lantern
Wednesday, May 28, 2008

Sulzer Regional Library

The Lantern Festival (Setsubun
Mantoro), which has been observed
for hundreds of years in Japan,
celebrates the arrival of spring with
beautifully crafted paper lanterns.
Join Naomi Negi in this fun and infor-
mative program and create your own
festive paper lantern.

May Fest

Thursday May 29 — Sunday June 1
Lincoln Square

Welcome spring at this 9th Annual
event with friends, brats, beer, live
music around the May Pole in Lincoln
Square. See times and events at
www.mayfestchicago.com

Jenny Mohler

This month'’s editor is
Sara Spitz

TIFs: Are We Getting a Fair Shake?

TIFs in our city have ballooned far beyond the program’s original scope
in land, money, and purpose. John Fritchey, State Representative for our
11th district, has provided this nutshell description of TIFs as they are
used today:

How does a TIF work? Originally meant for spurring development in
blighted areas, TIF funds may be used for public works or be used as sub-
sidies for private development within a TIF district. The tax assessment
base in a designated area (the TIF district) is held constant for a period
of 23 years, and the “increment” of new property tax dollars (from new
property development or increases of the existing property values in the
area) may be used for economic development projects as determined by
an unelected Community Development Commission.

Why the need for oversight? The City has been so liberal in the creation
of TIFs that it is now estimated that almost one-third of Chicago s total
acreage is now within a TIF district, generating over $500 million annu-
ally for projects (both good and not so good) in areas blighted (and not
so blighted). Furthermore, money generated by a TIF in one neighbor-
hood can be “ported” into another TIF somewhere else, meaning that tax
dollars generated in your neighborhood, intended to benefit your neigh-
borhood, may never be seen in your neighborhood.

In light of the massive amounts of taxpayer money at stake, it is only
common sense to think that the public should be able to readily find out
how over one half-billion of their tax dollars are being spent and how
much of that money is subsidizing businesses that are already very prof-
itable without TIFs. Unfortunately, present law makes uncovering this
secondary city budget harder than finding a needle in a haystack.

Representative Fritchey has introduced legislation requiring a TIF disclo-
sure impact statement for each TIF district that would describe each TIF
project, the finds raised and spent, and the effect on tax rates. All of this
information would be available on a public Web site.

For a TIF primer, Representative Fritchey suggests a series of articles
written by the Chicago Reader’s Ben Joravsky, located at
www.chicagoreader.com/tifarchive.

Jacob Playlot Clean-Up
On April 19, 18 local residents and children helped mulch the trees and
flower beds, pick up litter, remove graffiti, dig up weeds, cut vines from
the fences and pick up trash on the river bank.
An entire pick-up-truck load of electronics and hazardous waste was

collected and taken for proper recycling or disposal.
Bea Tersch



Gross Park Update

May Calendar

Gross Park, 2708 W. Lawrence, is

gearing up for a summer full of fun. 1 MayDay
Monday, 7:00 p.m. Horner Park Advisory Council. Horner Park Fieldhouse, Montrose &
A new slate of programs is kicking California
off June 16 through Aug. 24, and Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. GRO Monthly Meeting. Luther Memorial Church, Campbell &
will include softball for ages 8-12, Wilson o
11-12 and 13 -17 as well as bas- Chicago River Day. www.chicagoriver.org

Mothers’ Day
Tuesday, 6:00 p.m. Gross Park Advisory Council. Gross Park Fieldhouse, Lawrence & Washtenaw
Saturday 10:00 a.m - noon . Clean & Green. Meet at Rockwell Crossing

ketball for ages 8 -10.

Also, don't forget to save these 10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m Manor Garden Club plant sale, Luther Memorial Church, Campbell &
dates: a Movie in the Park is Wilson
scheduled for Saturday, July 19 in Waters School International Garden Day
Gross Park; the Fifth Annual Party Sunday, 10:00 a.m. Manor Garage Sales Wilson Ave, west of the river
in Gross Park is set for Saturday, Monday, 7:30 p.m. Manor Garden Club. Luther Memorial Church, Campbell & Wilson
Sept. 6. Memorial Day Holiday
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. CAPS
Maura Sadovi COMING UP

GRO yard and garage sales June 7 & 8

LITTLE GREEN BABY
Welcome to the newest neighbor at Rockwell Crossing — LITTLE GREEN BABY. This shop stocks
environmentally safe products that include organic clothing, nontoxic certified toys, natural baby products,
“green” household cleaners, fresh flowers, and jewelry designed by Kim. From the hangers to the gift wrap
and shopping bags, LITTLE GREEN BABY promises to provide an earth-friendly shopping experience.
Located at 4654 North Rockwell just off the Brown Line Rockwell stop, Little Green Baby opened, appropri-
ately enough, on Earth Day.
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| New member Renewal |

| GRO MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION |

Name Address
I I

| Home Tel. Work Tel. E-mail Occupation |

| I'm adding $5 $ for the Corner Gardens |

Categories (circle one): Individual $20 Family $30 Senior (65+) $10 Senior Family $15 Sustaining $50
Business $20 Friends of GRO $20 (living outside GRO service area)

| I would like to see GRO address the following issues: |

| I would like to participate in the following committees (please circle): |
Fundraising/Special Events Member Services/Welcome Newsletter Public Safety
l Streetscape/Beautification Streetscape/Greening Urban Development l

| Make your check payable to GRO and bring it a meeting, drop it off at Ruff Haus Pets, 4652 N. Rockwell |
|_(just north of the el tracks), or mail it to GRO Membership. P.O. Box 25561, Chicago IL 60625-0561 N



